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By Alan Mayes

I
t has been said over th e years that there
was a distinction between the styles of
East and West Coast Customs in the

1950s. Maybe so. Look at these two cus'
toms and be your ownjildge.

The '55 Chevy Bel Air is a Barris
Kustomsproduct, a California car, while

the '57 FOF,dFairlane 500 was built ,On
the East~ost around the same time
in the late 1950s. Both cars now,
belong to' Joe Bortz of Chicago. ,
Bortz is best known for his col-

lection of restored and ,original
"""

1950s and 1960s Detroit~
dream cars, such as the 195ii~

Motorama Chevrolet Bisc~Yfe

now undeirgoing restoration,
and the 1954'Pontiac Bonneville

Special. Recently he has become 1
a fan of significant custom cars,

too. These two' are 'the jewels of 1
that group so far.

The Ford was actually cus-
tomized when it was new by its
owner/builder John Tuttle of RocKton,
Connecticut, and made its show debut at
the 1958 Hartford Autorama. Named

White Pearl, it was a well known car, fea-

tured in 25 different magazine issues dur-
ing 1959 and 1960, including Rodding &
Restyling, Hot Rod and Car Craft.

Like most Barris customs, the

Chevy appeared in several fuagazines
of the period, too. A photograph of the
Bel Air is shown in the 1959 program
for Barris' Bakersfield Motor & Boat

Show. It was built for Jim Seaton by
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